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‘1. Gn 12 February 1951 Uario Stocea, head of the Independentist bloc, met in 


cep Sua vows EY 
AR ca cee al ON ne en 


oper with Branco Babic, pro-Tito Communist leader in the Free Territory 
of Trieste, and Jese Dekleva, pro~Tito municipal Councilor. Bable stated 
that he had hoped to meet with Stoeea before addressing the Central 
Committee of the pro-Tito Commmist Farty in Trieste on 10 Februcry, but 
wag unable to do so because of iliness- Stoeca said that he had read the 
report, of Babie's address to the Central Comittee, in which Babic stated 
that the new poliey would be to advocate an inderendent Trieste, but that 
he, Stoeca. had found the wording of the entire report vague and the con~ 
tents too general to be easily understood or to have much significance. 


The three men then studied the report point by peint and whenever Stocca 
pointed out a statement as being vague, Babic would reply that it vas not 
yet time to elaborate on it. Finally, Stocca declared that the discussion 
was useless if Babic would not reveal what he really meant by advogating 
"independence for Trieste", since it was not clear whether he meant the 
ity of Trieste, Zone A only or both cone 4 and zone 5. Babic then told 
Stoeca, requesting that it be kept secret, that their new policy was to 
work for the independence of the entire Territory and advocate the imple- 
nentation of the feace Treaty. However, inasmuch ss this was a radical. 
change of policy for the Yugoslavs, its revelation would be gradual and 
its full significance could be mace known only when the Party members 
could be orlented towards accepting it. Babie edded. ‘The entire plan, 
howaver, would be revealed in sufficient time to include it in the pro- 
Tito pre-election campaign. Stoeca replied that ne would reserve his 
opinion until the entire policy had been made public. 
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